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A PEASANT POET.

Johanna Ambroalm, a Poor Woman,
Suddenly Ilecotnea Fnmonm.

From the New York World.
A year ago the name of Johanna An-brosl- us

(Frau Volgt) was wrapped in the
dark obscurity that usually enfolds a Ger-
man peasant woman who earns her bread,
and its chance layer'of butter, by a callous-hande- d

craft. But of genius, like love, it
is true that one never knows where it will
strike and so it came to pass that one of
the wandering shafts from Parnassus
pierced the heart of Johanna Ambroslus,
and straightway she arose and sang.

Before she was called to minister music
to the world she had mended her father's
nets, oiled his boots, dug potatoes, cut
wheat, gathered pine needles to All beds,
sheared sheep, spun and wove, made beds
for cows, turned curds, chopped wood and
labored In the field. But through all this
hardship the soul of Johanna Ambroslus
looked steadily on and upward, and no

JOHANNA AMBROSIAS.

vagrant message of wind, star or sea es-
caped her sensitive ear.

Finally she wrote the melodies that
abided with her, and her fame grew apace.
But not till she published her "Last Song"
did she become known to the larger world
that hears across the deep. "The Last
Song." too, brought her to the notice of
tho German empress In her palace. With
characteristic benevolence that royal lady
immediately sent a messenger with gifts
and honors to seek her out in her little
snow-cover- hut. Since she was found
by the empress she has been crowned with
laurels in her own country and 'introduced
to a wider public by an English translation
which has just been published.

But this translation is a far cry from
the beauty of the original. For there is
something evasively bewitching about
German poetry which may well givo the
ordinary translator pause and make him
seriously ask himself whether he can mar-
shal up any words from the English lan-
guage which will' convey that deep-tone- d

tenderness and wistful yearning which are
inherent in certain German words and
phrases.

When a German gets to talking, and,
above all, when he gets to poetizing about
his "Heimathland" and all his sweet, long,
three-sylla-b- le delights that are "vergang-en- ,"

"verloren" or "verschwunden." the
translator might as well try to write ef-
fective sonnets in shorthand as to try to
give art accurate English equivalent for
the melting dolors and verbal sighs that
are wrapped up In the reverberating com-
pounds of the German language.

How brief and consolable seems the woe
of him who "lost" something to that of
the man who has "veloren" it, or from
whom it has utterly "verschwunden." The
very prolongation of the word produces an
irretrievable sense of goneness, and at the
same time 'conveys a suggestion of Infinite
sorrow implied in the loss. The nearest
approach that we have to the Gorman
word is "vanished," but even that only ap-
proaches the need of the situation by one
syllable and substitutes for the disconso-
late, vanishing of ,the German word the
harsh sibilant-endin- g "ished."

When an entire poem Is translated with
the same differences between all the words
that exist between "lost" and the German
words for it. It is no longer the work of
the original author. Indeed, there Is some-
times more difference between the poems
of an author and his translator's version
of them than between the original and the
poems of another man.

Under such conditions It Is not remark-
able that few translators succeed In giving
the public anything that will at all take
the place of the original. The translation
.of Johanna Ambroslus' poems, from the
twenty-sixt- h German edition. Is about what
one might expect from the ordinary trans-
lation. 'Only a- few of the poems have the
tender tone and color of the original. The
best are the translations on "Xlgbt" and
"Fata Morgana," which retain not a little
of their original beauty.

Georxe Da Manrler.
From Harper's Bazar.

As if he were here still! Alas.that tho
curtain has fallen so soon over the bright
inspiring llfe.ecllpstng so much of our joy.
George du Maurier was well on In middle
life when he began to write. He had lived
to ripeness and to mellowness, gathered
the fruits of observation and experience,
seen and known society, studied human
nature before, at E6, he produced "Peter
Ibbetson." We are told that Henry
James urged him to write, and for this
the reading public owes Mr. James a, debt
of gratitude. We are the gainers in that
Mr. DuMaurier was, so to speak, both
French and English; coming of French an-
cestry, born March 6, 1S34, and educated
in Paris. He lived In France till he was
17 years old. and afterward took a, course
of scientific study at the University
of London. His fame as an artist and illus-
trator was unsurpassed in his own lino
and he had won laurels In this direction
before he so much as thought of writing,
and now. at his grave, we of two lands
all of us in America and in England who
care for simplicity and truth and strength
and grace and sweetness beyond words-st- op

and forget the tumults and strifes of
the period, and are grieved and bereft as
we lay our votive garlands on the mound.

George du Maurier passed out from this
world of limitations. Into the larger world
where dreams' come true, in London, on
the morning of October 8.

The Shorn Lamb.
From the New York Press.

"Xothing remains," she faltered, "but to
become an artist's model. Oh. how hard
it Is for me to make a bare living!"

She sobbed pitifully as she remembered
her susceptibility to cold In the head.

MAN LIYES LONGER,

THIS IS WHAT AW ESUKEST FKEJtCO
MAS VESTURES TO ASSERT. i

Dae to the Influence of Procreaa-- 4

Thoash Many Are Killed By. J
Casualties, More Are Sared jby Modern Science. ".

A discovery of widespread Interest i3Importance has Just been made by Dr.Vacher, a well known member of thaFrench International Institute of Statis-
tics. It relates to human longevity, a sub-ject with which eminent physicians, phy-
siologists and specialists have occupied
themselves greatly during the last century,says tho Xew York Ileiald.

Dr. Vacher, perhaps because he Is a nat-
ural optimist, writes very cheeringly on
the subject. His calculations, he says,
have satisfied him that since the end or
the last century the average duration of
human life has increased by nearly sixyears; In other words, ha .maintains that
sinco the year JSOO average healthy men
and women have approached by" six years
nearer to that normal and natural age
which all healthy men and women would
attain If their unnatural manner of life
and the accidents and illnesses caused
thereby did not tend to shorten their days.

It Is a physiological axiom that the
length of life of every human being Is in
proportion to his or her bodily growth. IE
the body, from birth to puberty, increases
In size slowly, life will last unto old age.
The total duration of life may. roughly
speaking, be obtained by multiplying thla
period of childhood and early youth by six.
Thus, man's early youth coinciding with
the fifteenth or sixteenth year, he ought,
under normal conditions, to live 100 years.
If he does not live 100 years, or, at any
rate, within a. few years of that number,
no one, according to Dr. Vacher, is te
blame but himself.

Seventy-thre-e years is.soid fcy Dr. Vacher
to be tho average life of those who have
safely escaped the perils that attend the
earlier periods of life. At the close of the
last century Duvillard made some abstruse
calculations on this point, and arrived at
the conclusion that the average duration
of human life does not exceed 67 years.
Dr. Vacher. as we see, is six years ahead
of him.

Here, however. It is well to remark that
a distinction must be made between the
average duration of life of those who are
well fitted to battle for existence and the
general average duration of life of human,
beings. The latter is necessarily much,
lower than the former, for the reason that
so many persons die in Infancy and about
the twentieth year. Moreover, it would not
always be safe to predict that those who
have attained their thirtieth year without
suffering from any .serious disease are
bound to live to the age of 73. All that Dr.
Vacher claims is that, caeterus paribus,
they are very likely to attain that age.

The main value of Dr. Vacher's work Hew
in the fact that it gives the lie to those
opponents of modern progress who pre--
tend that modern civilization, with its
steam and electricity, is a cause of per-
petual accidents. There is no doubt that
railroad accidents are much more serious
than the old stage coach accidents. Bat,
on the other band, these pessimists, these
lauditores temporis actl. forget to place In
the balance the wonderful life preserving
achievements of modern science. They for-
get that we are taking more pains than
our forefathers ever took to preserve the
public health, and that, thanks to our efiV
cacious treatment of epidemics and othes
Infectious diseases, far more persons arc
saved from death in this manner than are
killed in railroad accidents. In a word.
Dr. Vacher's Investigations seem to show)
two things: First, that the average dura-
tion of human life has greatly Increased
during the present century; and, second,
that instead of being a barrier, modem
progress has proved roost beneficial so fa
as longevity is concerned.

In view of the new light thrown on thl
subject by Dr. Vacher. and as a plausible
explanation of the well known fact that
comparatively few men reach the script-
ural limit of three score years and ten. it
may be well to allude to the theory, that
there are certain cllmacterlcal
years in the lives of all men, and that the
duration of each man's life depends large-
ly upon the nature of the forces at play
during these years. These cllmacterlcal
years are "the seventh': the twenty-fir- st

(made up of three times seven: the torty-nln- th

(made up of seven times seven): the
sixty-thir- d, being nine times seven, and the
eighty-firs- t, being nine times nine; which
two last are often called the grand climac-
terics, in which many famous jnen have
been observed to diet

Xot only the learned heathens, vis: Pla-
to, Cicero and Macrobiua, have written
much of these climacterlcal years, but
several fathers and doctors of the church,
as St. Ambrose. Austin, Bede and others,
have justified the observation to be neither!
"superstitious nor unprofitable." We are
also assured that "every ninth day of a
sickness or year of one's life 1s thought to)
bring some great alteration la the disease
or mutation of fortune." Those who be-

lieve in this doctrine hold that the sev-
enth, fourteenth, twenty-fir- st and twenty-eigh- th

years In a man's life are evil cli-

macterics: that, the ninth, eighteenth,
twenty-sevent- h and thlrty-sTlt- h years are
good climacterics, and that the grand cli-

macterics are the forty-nint- h year and ,the
sixty-thir- d year.

Ancients and moderns agree in thinking
that the life of a human being may prop-
erly be divided into distinct periods. Rob-
ert Record says that there are four periods

childhood, youth, manhood, and old age.
Of these childhood lasts from birth to tha
end of the fourteenth year, youth to the
twenty-fift- h year, manhood to the fiftieth
year, and old age to death. These four
divisions are in accordance with the four
seasons of the year spring, summer, au-
tumn and winter. Human life has also
been divided into seven ages, but these
subdivisions differ little from those based
on the four seasons.

While there may be much that is fanci-
ful in these divisions, there seems to be
some ground for the doctrine of cllmac-
terlcal years. Tho sixty-thir- d has. for cen-

turies been considered one of the most de-

cisive years In a man's life, and It Is a
singular fact, which can be easily verified,
that .more men die in the sixty-thir- d year
than in any other year between the ages
of CO and 70.

Long; Leases.
The following cases of great and evesi

extreme length are Interesting. For in-

stance, in the matter of leases, the Belfast
hospital holds the record with a lease of
its site for 10.000 years at the nominal rent
of n. A lease only one year
short of that was granted In 1811. It hae
stilt 9,914 years' to run, and It will exoire
in the year 11810. being of a plot of land
at Ancoats.

There are tenancies which have contin-
ued in the some family from generation
to generation, u in the case of the village
Inn at Addlngton. under the Archbishops
of Canterbury, the first ancestor of the
present tenant having entered in the reign, Tin ,ttt Tha iMr11v flllrV inn.
at Xewnham, Cambridgeshire, where
Queen Elizabeth stopped to pariane 01 a
draught of Old English ale. has been kept
by members of a. family named Musk, foe
four centuries.

The longest law suit on record, lastlnr
over 400 years, was a dispute about soma
land In Poland between the Sobteskls of
Orlowo and the Sobleskis of Podlowo. It
began In 1490, and was settled in 1S30 by
their dividing the land between the sur-
viving representatives of the original lit-

igants.

Bedrock Finance.
Front the Indianapolis Journal

"You are charged with knocking the
complainant down with a club and taking
all his valuablesi"-sai- the judge.

"He tole me to said the prisoner.
"Eh?"
"Ho tole me to do It. I stops him on the

ccrner to get Uxht, see? An, of course,
we got to talking about the money ques-

tion. Den he says to me, De on'y rlcjht
way to git at de money question is to
start right on first principles.' he 5ays.
'Is dat de way rouse want to do? I says.
It is.' says he. 'All right,' I says, an

soaks Mm an takes wot belongs to me byj
rights of first principles."

The BnrlInton Roate.
Nine hours the shortest line to PugJ

Sound. j t
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